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Summary 

The ferns of 259 species which belong to 18 families and 87 genera are 
indigenous to Shikoku, Japan. These species are enumerated in this paper. 
The writers investigated them from a phytogeographical point of view. 

The fern flora of Shikoku is closely related with those of Honshh and 
Kyftshu, having 250 (97 %) in common with Honshh and 225 (87 %) with 
Kyhshii. There are 130 (50 %) common to Formosa, while 75 (29 %) are 
common to Hokkaidd. Southern elements usually occur in the evergreen 
broad-leaved forest region and extend their areas up to the Pacific side of 
Honshu such as Kii, Izu, and Bdsd peninsulas. So only 3 species have the 
northern limit of their distribution in Shikoku. On the other hand, some 
northern elements are not distributed in Kyushu where subalpine coniferous 
forest is not found. Therefore 19 species have.the southern limit in Shikoku. 

It became clear that there are closer relationships between the fern- 
floras of Shikoku and Corea, namely 138 (53 %) common to both regions. 

Only two species, Asplenium toramanum and Cyclosorus yamawakii , are 
endemic to Shikoku. It is noticeable, that these two species occur only on 
limestone areas. 

The southern part of Shikoku (Pacific slope) is very rich in the fern 
flora compared with the northern part of it (Setouchi slope). 

The ferns have, for the most part, their growing center in the evergreen 
broad-leaved forest region chiefly dominated by Shiia, Machius, Cydobanopsis, 
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etc. It is recognized that the number of species of the ferns suddenly 
decreases at the upper limit of Cyclobanopsis. 

We investigated the habitats of the ferns, e. g., forest, swamoy land, 
rock and tree, wayside and stone wall, seashore, ‘limestone and serpentine, 
etc. Especially our attention was attracted to the limestone and serpentine 
areas by reason of the relic species often occurring on these rocks. As 
already pointed out by many workers the climatic factors are most important, 
to the distribution of ferns, but it most be considered that the local edaphic 
factors are also significant. 
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